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As the first woman to represent Texas in the U.S. Senate, Kay
Bailey Hutchison has addressed issues ranging from transportation to family tax
relief and defense. Having served in the Senate for more than a decade, Senator
Hutchison chairs two powerful subcommittees: Appropriations’ Military
Construction Subcommittee and Commerce’s Science and Space Subcommittee. 
In 2000, her GOP colleagues elected her Vice Chair of the Senate Republican
Conference—making her the fifth-highest ranking member of the party leadership.

Kathryn  Ann “Kay” Bailey was born in Galveston, Texas, on July 22, 1943, 
to Allan and Kathryn Bailey. She graduated from the University of Texas at Austin
and, in 1967, earned an L.L.B. from the University of Texas School of Law. In
1969, when few law firms hired women, she began a career as a Houston television
reporter covering state legislation.1 She and Ray, her husband of 28 years, have
two children, Bailey and Houston.2 While a journalist, Hutchison was inspired
after an interview with Anne Armstrong, co-chair of the Republican National
Committee, to enter politics, first working as Armstrong’s press secretary. In 1972,
Hutchison was elected to the Texas state house of representatives. After two terms,
she left the state legislature in 1976 to serve as vice chair of the National Transportation
Safety Board. After three years in that post, Hutchison returned to Texas. In 1982,
she made an unsuccessful bid for an open U.S. House seat representing portions of
Dallas. She spent eight years in the private sector before winning election in 1990
as the Texas state treasurer. Two years later, Hutchison co-chaired the Republican
National Convention.3 As Texas treasurer, Hutchison increased returns on state
investments to $1 billion annually, led a successful campaign against a state
income tax, and helped cap the state debt.4

In January 1993, when Lloyd Bentsen of Texas resigned from the U.S. Senate 
to serve as Treasury Secretary, Democrat Bob Krueger was appointed to fill the
vacancy until a special election was held on June 5, 1993. After topping a crowd 
of 24 candidates in an open primary, Hutchison prevailed against Krueger by a 29
percent margin and was sworn in to the U.S. Senate on June 14, 1993. In 1994, she was
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elected to a six-year term with 61 percent of the vote. She won her second full term
in 2000 by a similar margin, with more than 4 million votes, the largest total of any
Texas statewide official in history.5 In the 108th Congress (2003–2005),
Hutchison’s committee assignments included: Appropriations; Commerce,
Science, and Transportation; Rules and Administration; and Veterans’ Affairs.

Senator Hutchison has served her entire career on the Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation Committee. She has used her role as the chairwoman of the
Subcommittee on Surface Transportation and Merchant Marine to even the interna-
tional playing field for American shippers as well as to deregulate and create
greater accountability for Amtrak.6 Following the September 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks on the United States, she authored the airline security bill, which aimed at
increasing cargo security on domestic flights while streamlining security checks
for frequent travelers. In accordance with the North American Free Trade Agreement,
Hutchison also supported opening the U.S. border to Mexican trucks only if they
met the same safety standards as those in the United States.7

Senator Hutchison established herself as a fiscal conservative, supporting 
tax cuts, a constitutional balanced budget amendment, and cuts to government
spending. Teaming with Democratic Senator Barbara Mikulski of Maryland, she
co-authored the Homemaker IRA, which provided stay-at-home moms the same
retirement tax credit as working women. In 2001, Hutchison was the Senate sponsor
of legislation repealing the so-called marriage penalty tax, a provision which
Congress incorporated into the 2001 tax overhaul package. In 2001, Senator
Hutchison also wrote several provisions for the No Child Left Behind Act, includ-
ing: helping recruit teachers who are retirees or midcareer professionals, giving
parents regular updates on their children’s school performance, and allowing local
school districts to more easily offer single-sex education environments.8 Hutchison
worked with Senator Dianne Feinstein of California in the 108th Congress authoring
legislation to create a national Amber Alert network to streamline the search for
missing children. 

A former member of the Armed Services Committee, Hutchison has advocated
greater attention to Gulf War Syndrome victims and was a leading opponent of
bombing Serbia and sending ground troops into Bosnia in 1995. From her posi-
tion as chairwoman on the Appropriations Military Construction Subcommittee,
she established a federal overseas basing commission to ensure the effectiveness of
military installations abroad, and favored training troops at home instead of over-
seas because of space constraints. 
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